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Saturday10th June 2023
DIDSBURY PARK

Procession leaves St Catherine’s School at 11am
Stalls • Food • Entertainment • Dog Show 

42nd YEAR
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D I D S B U RY  S P E C I A L I S T  L E T T I N G  A G E N T
• The leading letting agent in South Manchester! • Established since 1981

• Full property management  • Let only service • Member of Safeagent with client money protection

• Maintenance team and project management available • Member of The Property Ombudsman Scheme

Montrose Properties, 20a Lapwing Lane, West Didsbury, Manchester, M20 2WS
0161 445 7000 |   info@montroseproperties.co.uk |   www.montroseproperties.co.uk

Didsbury Eyecare     717 Wilmslow Road, Didsbury, 
                                    Manchester M20 6WF
                                    T. 0161 445 7668 
                                    E. info@didsburyeyecare.co.uk

Alderley Eyecare      61 London Road, Alderley Edge, 
                                    Cheshire SK9 7DY
                                    T. 01625 58 20 30  
                                    E. info@alderleyeyecare.co.ukwww.didsburyeyecare.co.uk

Didsbury
eyecare

We are very proud to be celebrating over 15 years as
one of the most popular independent opticians.

Established
Relationships

Spectacle
Collections 

Experienced
Service 

Where clinical excellence meets
world leading style
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The Didsbury Festival is
one of the biggest annual
events in the village and
the largest community

platform for charities to come together
to raise funds for their chosen charities
or causes.
I'm proud to be Chair for the 42nd Festival,
and I’m also very proud of  the volunteers
we have, who work incredibly hard
throughout the year to help put this event
on.  It's remarkable that we have continued
and survived all these years and we are
now planning this year's Festival in
Didsbury Park on Saturday 10th June 2023. 

The day will begin with the Procession
leaving St. Catherine's R.C. Primary at
11.00 am on School Lane, then it will lead
its way through the village and then into
Didsbury Park.

We have every group in the procession
from all local schools, bands, dancers,
theatre groups, rugby and football
representing themselves. This year's theme
is the King’s Coronation. 

Waiting for us in the park will be our
Compere Peter Chapman who has helped
with the Festival for the last 30 years, he
will get the day started, with our Events
Team headed by Mitchell Brough. 

Didsbury Park lends itself to this wonderful
Family Fun Day thanks to Manchester City
Council and The Friends of Didsbury Park
organised by Brian Johnson and his Team.

Highlights in the park throughout the day
include music from local bands and groups
in the Arena and the funfair run by the
Harrison Family. There is also the Dog
Show which this year will be judged by
local dog walking business owners Candie
from Purple Paws and Janey Leonard-
Myers from We Make Fetch Happen. The
show is coordinated by Eloise Crawshaw
who has run the dog show for the last 15
years. The Dog Show is one of the big
highlights of the Festival. 

We can’t wait for you to check out our vast
array of stalls which include local crafts,
food and drink from local businesses and
our charity / community stalls.

Young and old, we hope everyone has a
great time. Please come along and help
raise money for local causes and feel a part
of the spirited Didsbury Community.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everybody involved in helping put
this day on.  My further thanks goes to our
Volunteers, Family, Friends, Traffic
Management, Didsbury Blues, Manchester
Medics, Security and Didsbury Traders who
support us year in and year out.

For anyone that might like to join the
Festival Team, Didsbury Community
Association, we would love for you to get
involved. We are a fun team so don't be shy
to seek me out on the day or contact me
via the details below. We are always looking
for volunteers to help with the planning or
marketing activities and help raise vital
funds to host the Didsbury Festival for the
community each year.

The support we receive from the local
community is amazing and we couldn't do
this without you. It is much appreciated.

Thank you to the local businesses in the
village, whose contributions to advertising
make it possible for us to produce this
programme.

Sunshine or rain we will see you in the
Park!

Best Wishes,  
Jayne Crawshaw  
Chair, Didsbury Community Association  

www.didsburyfestival.co.uk

@didsburyfestival 
/DidsburyFest 
@DidsburyFest

CHAIRS
MESSAGE
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Didsbury Festival is organised by a team of
intergenerational volunteers from Didsbury Community
Association (DCA) - a Charitable Incorporated Organisation
No.1156857. The DCA has run the Didsbury Festival for 42
years, as well as Didsbury’s Christmas carols and lights for
14 years. 

This year the Festival will be hosted by Peter Chapman, to
make sure all visitors are kept informed of the events in the park
throughout the day. 

The Festival begins with a procession that leaves St.
Catherine’s school at 11am and travels through the village down to Didsbury Park. The
procession includes children from schools and groups from the local area including Broad
Oak Primary School, Didsbury C of E School, Beaver Road Primary School, Moor Allerton
School, Cavendish Road School, St. Catherine’s RC Primary and the 5th Manchester Boys
Brigade. This year the children will be dressing up in their King's Coronation themed carnival
costumes to compete for the best group trophy.

Didsbury Festival has always supported local charities to raise funds for great causes. This
year we’ll see stallholders from the Women’s Institute, Blood Cancer UK, Tools for Self-
Reliance, the Woodland Trust, alongside other charities, food vendors, businesses, schools,
and community groups.

In 2023 our Funfair will be returning to Didsbury Park (Thanks to Scott Harrison and his
Team) alongside the main Festival. Expect whizzing waltzers and bumper cars, and smaller
rides for the youngest in the family. 

This year we have nominated a junior committee to help the older committee! The junior
members are as follows: Isobel Harrison, Harrison Brough, Taylor Brough, Maisie Robins.

We are so proud to be bringing younger members on board who are passionate about the
history of the festival and really embedded in supporting the community. Look out for where
they will be in the years to come !

Whilst they can often be spotted in the fair - They will also be wearing the festival high vis -
or helping in certain areas. please give them a high five if you see them, there enthusiasm
for creating a memorable day for the community is second to non.

www.didsburyfestival.co.uk

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
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Start:
St. Catherine’s RC Primary School,  School Lane, Didsbury M20 6HS
Leaves 11am
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www.didsburyfestival.co.uk

PARADE ROUTE

Didsbury_2023.qxp_Layout 1  12/05/2023  15:01  Page 7



A very warm welcome to
Kids 1st Steps

Kids 1st Steps are based in a purpose-built building
boasting all weather outdoor space. Our nursery has

celebrated success and its flagship status as one of the
only Teacher led nurseries within the area where local
families and members of the community continue to

support and attend our nursery setting. 

Kids 1st Steps Day Nursery (Units 5, 9 & 10),
12 Lane End Road, Burnage, Manchester, M19 1TU

[t]: 0161 442 2900  [e]: info@kids1ststeps.co.uk

www.kids1ststeps.co.uk
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PREVIOUS FESTIVALS

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

t. 0161 445 4661

77 School Lane Didsbury
Manchester M20 6WN
Paul 07952 789854 | Dave 07794 390936
Email: admin@burnspartnership.co.uk

BURNS PARTNERSHIP
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0161 443 1711
www.hargreavesgilman.com

512 Kingsway, M19 1WW
(corner of School Lane and Kingsway)

Your local family Solicitor
Moving home? Thinking about making a Will?

Just starting out on the property ladder?
Need a Power of Attorney? Remortgaging?
Investing in property? We are here to help. 

Tear & Save : 10% off all Sale Conveyancing with this Voucher
(or quote “Festival23” if you want to keep your mag intact)
Proud to support Didsbury Festival and the local community
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Rules:

All entries must be on the grounds by
12.45pm. The judging of classes will begin
at 1pm. 

Dogs must be under the control of their
handlers at all times. 

Children under the age of 16 years
must be accompanied by an adult. 

The organisers accept no responsibility for
loss, damage or accident caused by or to
any dog on the grounds. 

Entry:

Please register your dog between
10.30am and 12.30pm on the day at the
registration stand in the Dog Show Arena.

Fees £3 per class. 

All profits are donated to animal charities.

Classes:

Loveliest Lady (Best Female Dog), Most
Fabulous Fella (Best Male Dog), Best
Look-a-like, Best Fancy Dress, Musical
Sits, Junior Handler, Best in Show  

Awards:

Prizes and rosettes will be awarded for
the first four places in each class. 
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www.didsburyfestival.co.uk

FUN DOG SHOW
Didsbury Park Saturday 10th June 2023 at 1pm
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THE FESTIVAL MAP
Events every 
half hour
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www.didsburyfestival.co.uk
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Lord Keith Bradley
President  

Lord Bradley has been
involved in Didsbury
Festival as President
since 1988 when he
was an MP in the area
and involved in local

community events. He is proud to support
the Festival, the wonderful committee, and
the local charities it supports.

Jayne Crawshaw
Chair 

Jayne has been a part
of Didsbury Festival
for over 30 years. Her
Great Grandparents,
Grandparents, Great
Uncle and Mother
were all Didsbury born

and bred, growing up in one house on
Gillbrook Road. Her Great Uncle, Eddie
Johnson was the park keeper for Didsbury
Park for most of his life after being in the
Navy. Jayne loves that the Festival has
grown over the years into a diverse family
community event for young and old, and
hopes it continues for many years to
come.

Eloise Crawshaw
Secretary

Eloise works for a law
firm in Manchester
and has helped with
Didsbury Festival
since she was 10.
Eloise has always
helped run the Dog

Show and recently became Secretary on
the Committee. Helping with the Dog
Show is something she has grown up
doing and it is what she loves. Seeing all
the entrants turn up on the day come rain
or shine is always the highlight of the
Festival Day and as a dog lover and owner
enjoys raising as much money as
possible for the chosen animal charity.

Martin Hoysted
Treasurer 

Martin joined Didsbury
Community
Association as
Treasurer 5 years ago.
Whilst he lives a
couple of miles down
the road in Fallowfield,

he’s been a regular in the bars and
restaurants of Didsbury for many years.
He really enjoys the buzz of planning for
the Festival and appreciates all the hard
work that goes into putting it on. 

Sue Roberts 
Park Liaison 

Sue is now retired
from the Parks and
Allotment Department
at the Council but still
comes to help every
year. Sue attends
every meeting and

gives advice where needed and is
normally seen in the park on the day of the
Festival at 5am directing the funfair and all
the large and major equipment coming
into the park and marking out the park.

Helen Robins
Arena Events 

Helen moved to
Didsbury in 2014. After
spending a year renting
she and her husband
loved the area so much
they bought a house in
the heart of the village.

She has grown a real love for Didsbury, is
proud to support local businesses and can
often be spotted in the local bars, shops and
restaurants!  She is thrilled to be on the
committee and to be playing a part in
bringing the much loved Festival together.
She is hoping that her 8 year old will follow in
her footsteps and will be helping out on the
day too.
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www.didsburyfestival.co.uk

MEET THE TEAM
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FREE PAPADOMS WITH EVERY TAKEAWAY
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR UP TO 50 PERSONS

Opening hours - 16.30 to 23.00pm

to buy their quality meat, fruit and vegetables from

Follow us on         @Wheildons

Only the best quality meat,
fruit and vegetables sold

Cooked Meats
Prize Winning Sausages

BBQ Meats

5 QUEENSWAY, MANCHESTER M19 1QP

T. 0161 432 2152

Didsbury_2023.qxp_Layout 1  12/05/2023  15:01  Page 16



Becky Harrison
Stalls  

Becky is “the lady butcher”
at the Little Pigs in Didsbury.
As both a local resident and
business owner, mum of two
Becky is passionate about
creating a Didsbury for
everyone. She’s bringing her

experience, organisational skills and energy to
the committee to continue the success of the
Festival.

Mitchell Brough
Sound & Staging 

Mitch has been helping out
at Didsbury Festival for as
long as he can remember!
He has supported the sound
and staging in the main
arena for many great

performances come rain or shine and looks
forward to seeing you all on the day. 

Mike Brough

Mike has been involved in
Didsbury Festival since it
started over 40 years ago
and is looking forward to
being back after 3 years
without it! Mike started out
by providing sound system
support, and today works
closely with his son Mitch to
provide sound staging, tents,

and gazebos. 

Scott Harrison 

Scott has been providing
Funfair rides to the Festival
for around 25 years. He likes
supporting and attending the
Festival to help the local
community and charities that
are involved. 

Carl Austin-Behan (he/him)
Carl is the former Lord
Mayor of Manchester, the
LGBTQ+ Advisor to the
Mayor of Greater
Manchester, Andy Burnham,
and a Deputy Lieutenant of
Manchester. He is involved
in many community events
including Didsbury Pride.

Jeff Ball 
Didsbury Blues & Stewards  

Born in Didsbury, Jeff has
spent most of his life here
apart from a few years
working away in Sweden
and Germany. He joined the
Festival Committee in 2009
and has supported activities

including bringing Manchester City’s FA Cup
trophy to the Festival through liaison with
Didsbury Blues, and supporting banner
production.  

Geoff Bridson
Dog Show 

Geoff has been involved in
Didsbury Community
Association for many years
and is the chief organiser
who created the first Dog
Show and has continued to
organise it ever since with
the help of Jayne and Eloise. 

Peter Chapman: 
Compère 

Many years working in
Theatre around thecountry,
both plays, and musicals, a
distinguished actor who has
appeared in films, TV, radio
and also voice overs. He has
been involved with the

Festival for the last 30 years, he is and delighted
to be part of the team, bringing the Festival to
the Park once again !!!!!

15

MEET THE TEAM

www.didsburyfestival.co.uk
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There are many people to whom we owe our gratitude – Traffic
Management for their invaluable help and advice with the procession
route; our park warden and the parks department at Manchester City
Council; the members of Didsbury Blues who do a fantastic job of
stewarding the procession; Mersey Medics for providing medical
support on the day; local residents and businesses for their support
and co-operation, especially those who have been directly involved in
the day; and I’m sure you will join me in thanking all the entertainers,
local groups, schools, traders and charities for providing so much
enjoyment for the community at the Festival.

Finally a huge thanks to the wonderful committee, volunteers and our
President, the Right Honourable Lord Bradley of Withington, who make
the Festival possible each year through their hard work and
commitment. 

We hope you will be able to join us and have a wonderful time on
Saturday 10th June 2023. 

Jayne Crawshaw
Chair
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THANK YOU

AYRES VIOLINS

69-71 SCHOOL LANE, DIDSBURY, MANCHESTER, M20 6WN

TEL/FAX: 0161 448 1860
EMAIL: SALES@AYRESVIOLINS.CO.UK

www.ayresviolins.co.uk
OPENING HOURS: MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9am - 5pm

•  Hair  •  Barber Shop
•  Full range of beauty services
•  Wedding packages available

3 Old Oak Street Didsbury Village
Manchester M20 6RH

+44 (0)161 445 0201 www.johnyates.co.uk
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Dionne and Leigh welcome you
to our newly refurbished pub

Live Music 

Dog friendly 

Brand new fresh food menu

770 Wilmslow Road
Didsbury M20 2DR

Telephone: 0161 376 2783

thefamouscrown.com

Proud Sponsors of the Didsbury Festival @FamousCrownDidsbury

05/23 - Published by The Didsbury Community Association. Contractors: Courtyard Publicity, 1st Floor, Cara House, Crossall Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6QF
Tel: 01625 618332. www.courtyardpublicity.co.uk. Printed in the UK.
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www.didsburyfestival.co.uk

THE DIDSBURY 
FESTIVAL
GALA EVENING
The annual Didsbury Festival Gala Evening
was held in October at Northenden Golf
Club to raise the £11,000 needed to run
the Festival each year. The grants the
Festival has relied upon in previous years
are reducing and the funds raised at the
Gala are increasingly important. The
themed Gala Evening brings together over
one hundred local people from the
community to enjoy a complimentary
glass of fizz, a three-course dinner, great
wine, a raffle, an auction, and
entertainment.

If you’d like to come to the Gala on
Saturday 21st October 2023 please drop
us an email at
didsburyfestival@gmail.com. 
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523 Wilmslow Road Withington Manchester M20 4BA
Telephone: 0161 446 1006
email: info@owenbakerfunerals.com
www.owenbakerfunerals.com

• Competitvely priced funerals
• Private Chapel of Rest
• Humanist Ceremonies and all religions

catered for
• Horse drawn hearse available
• Pre-paid funerlas available
• 24 hour professional service from a caring

family firm
Guaranteeing you absolute care

when you need it most

Unit B5 The Embankment,
Heaton Mersey, Stockport, SK4 3GN 

T.  0161 478 1001 
Email: kiddieklouddaynursery@gmail.com 

A nurturing, safe,
family business

We offer high
quality childcare
in an enabling
environment
which is
nurturing, safe
and has a
family feel. 

www.kiddieklouddaynursery.co.uk

Proudly
Supporting

the Didsbury Festival

8 Gawsworth Avenue
East Didsbury

Manchester M20 5NF

Tel: 07583 084504

Supporting The

Didsbury

Festival 2023

www.Littlepigsbutchers.co.uk

LittlePigsDids
LittlePigsDids
LittlePigsDids

735 Wilmslow Road, Didsbury,
Manchester M20 6WF

Phone: 0161 438 6899
Email: rebecca@littlepigsbutchers.co.uk
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Bringing your brand to life
Looking for some brilliant mascots or a character costume for events, promotions or PR?. 

You have come to the right place. 
Here at Costumes with Character, we specialise in the design and production of high-quality
mascot costumes to suit all budgets. Most importantly, we ensure they are practical, durable

and comfortable for your wearers (and look great too). 
Your mascots should be as hard working as you are! 

We are professional mascot-makers with over 30 years' experience within the industry. We
have the skills to help you develop and create a unique character, brand mascot or team of
characters. Just what you need to entertain, educate or promote your brand or business. 

Need a show stopper to make your event memorable? Get in touch, we can't wait to help you
bring your ideas to life ... 

SOME OF OUR CLIENTS INCLIUDE”

Unit 4 Rugby Park
Battersea Road
Heaton Mersey
Stockport
SK4 3EB
0161 442 8740 
costumeswithcharacter.com
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A lively,
popular dining
experience
located in the
heart of trendy
West Didsbury

41-43 Lapwing Lane
West Didsbury
Manchester
M20 2NT
0161 434 4259 greensdidsbury.co.uk

R E S T A U R A N T

Imaginative dishes packed with
flavour. Thoughtfully selected local
produce. A relaxed, unpretentious

atmosphere. Warm, courteous service.

The concept of Namaste Nepal is to provide the very best and authentic Nepalese and  Indian

food taste as ‘Home away from home’. with the combination of exceptional very new and traditional

dishes including the 2023 Street Food dishes with the fresh and finest ingredients. Over the last

18 years of journey Namaste Nepal restaurant has achieved many prestigious awards and we are proud

and grateful to our all great customers.

20%
Discount

on production of
this advert on

food only

164-166 Burton Road, West Didsbury, Manchester M20 1LH
Highly recommended Restaurant by English Curry Award

For Booking 0161 445 9060 - 0161 448 8353

Namaste Nepal

THE HOME OF NEPALESE  AND INDIAN COOKING
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15% OFF on collections
Home Delivery Available

via

Order & Reservation Line
0 1 6 1  4 4 5  8 5 5 5

OPEN 7 DAYS: Sun - Thurs 12-22pm  Fri - Sat 12-23pm
747-749 Wilmslow Road Didsbury Manchester M20 6RN

zeugma_didsbury        zeugma restaurant         www.zeugmarestaurant.co.uk
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